a. ” tt — $ 4 . *** — „n — 2 - { a nc of aw 


— 
* 


The Remembrance of our Creator in the Days 
of our Youth, opened and enforced : 


K Ye 


mae; 


IN A 5 
E 
FFF ; 


W. THOMAS WILT ON, 


WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE AUGUST 5, 1776, 


34.4.4 33 


-- 


av 
. 
- 


FE - 
o - V 


—— - 


— 


"23 Y 
- _ 
. 


$ 
a 
0 


IN THE THIRTY-FIRST YEAR OF HIS, AGE. 


— — — 


BY THOMAS GIBBONS, D. D. 1 


TO WHICH IS ADDED 


Tur ADDRESS AT TE INTERMENT, 


By ABRAHAM BOOTH. 


eee eee ů —xꝛů̃˙²«ꝛðr 22 ——— — —ͤ—— 


SFF 3t$4 £29320 IH472 IS In 7 db hs 


.= L O N DON: 


PRINTED rox J. BucCkLanD, in PATER- NOSTER- ROW ; 
W. DaVvEN HILL, ix CoRNHILL; AND W. Harris, Ix 
Sr. Paur's CHURCH-YARD. 


M DCC LXXVI. 
[ PRIce S1xPENCE. |] 


9 $-; 7 


wa - 4 


_ 


©.y 


TO MY DEAR AND HONOURED FRIENDS, 


THE PARENTS, 


BRETHREN, and SISTERS, 


OF THE 


Db R - 


THE FOLLOWING DISCOURSE, 
PREACHED AND PUBLISHED AT THEIR DESIRE, 


IS RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED 


BY 


THEIR MOST AFFECTIONATE FRIEND, 


AND OBEDIENT SERVANT, 


TnoMAs GIBBONS. 


- 


» os 


EccLEs1asTEs XII. 1, 


Remember now thy Creator in the Days of thy 
Youth, ; while the evil Days come not, nor the 
Years draw nigh, when thou He ay 1 "ye 
no. pleaſure in them, 


The fore Part of the Verſe; 


Remember now thy Creator in the Days of thy 
Youth, 


HESE words are a paſſage out of that 
book on facred record ſtyled Eccigſſaſtes, 
or the Preacher. There is no doubt 

but it is the compoſure of Solomon, as the intro- 


duction, chap. 1. ver. 1. acquaints us. At what 
particular period of time it was drawn up we 


are not informed, but it is not improbable that 
it was written by him towards the conclu- 
ſion of his days, as it evidently contains his 
reflections upon the vanity of human life after 
a large experience of it, and as it ſeems to be 
in itſelf a legacy of paternal inſtruction and 
counſel to our world, when his days on earth 
ſthould be numbered and finiſhed. Solomon was 

B a a wiſe 


l | 
a wiſe man, a man of ſurpaſſing wiſdom, and 
his day opened like. a morning without cloud, 
but it was followed with a dark eclipſe; that 


greatly diſhonoured his God, and grievouſly 
diſtreſſed himſelf. Confider we then this book 


as compoſed by him after his recovery from 


his fin and ſhame, and when, like a fine ſetting 
fun, whoſe noon has been diſmally darkened, 
he broke out and ſhone in his unclouded bright- 
neſs, and left our world in a kind of redoubled 
vigour and glory. But whenever the Eccle- 
fraftes was indited, this we are ſure of that it 
contains moſt ſage and excellent remarks and 
directions, and among the reſt that of our text 
is none of the leaſt valuable, and important; 
Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth. 

- "Theſe words may be brad in connection 
with the preceding verſes of the former chap- 
ter. In the ninth verſe of that chapter, the 
preacher addrefling himſelf to a young man, 
ſays, Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and 
let thine heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, 
and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the 


fight of thine eyes; that is, Solomon ſpeaking 


in Irony, © lay the reins upon the neck of thy 
<< luſts, and go with an uncontrouled licenſe 
% into all the delights to which thy ſenſuat 


e appetitesmayinclinethee;” bt know thou that 


for all theſe things God will bring thee into judg- 


ment; but alas! Young man, conſider that, 


3 ce pleaſant 


173 . 
s pleaſant as this courſe, as theſe indulgenees 
% may ſeem, a judgment, an Audit-Day will 
come; and that there is not one hour of guilty 
* pratification, nor one act of violation of the 
* ſacred boundaries which God has preſcribed 
e thee, but what will be called over, and muſt 
«© be accounted for at the divine tribunal.” 
Therefore, ver. 10. remove ſorrow from thine 
heart, and put away evil from thy fleſhy for abild- 
hood and youth is vanity. © Therefore bearken to 
the precepts of religion, and goyern thyſelf 
« by them, as they are ſo conducive to thine 
« own enjoyment and happineſs, for here- 
e by thou wilt prevent an inſupportable 
weight of ſorrow from falling upon thine 
heart, and the arrows of the keeneſt anguiſh 
* from faſtening upon thy body; for child- 
* hood and youth are vanity, their pleaſures 
« ſoon wither and die, their root goes up as 
* rottenneſs, and their blofſom as the duſt, 
* and therefore they are not worthy thy pur- 
“ ſuit, and will by no means recompenſe 
*« for the loſs of thy ſoul;“ or, as Biſhop 
Patrick expounds the place, For if ſuch care 
«© as this be not taken to lay reſtraints upon 
him there is nothing more ſenſeleſsly fooliſh, 
* raſh, inconfiſtent, and forward to ruin it- 
« ſelf than man in his childiſh youth, when 
* he is in the dawning, ag we call it, of his 
* days, and comes firſt acquainted with the 
* pleaſures of the world.” In this connexion 
B 2 % . how 


[541] 
© how properly is it added, Remember now thy 


Creator, or as more declarative of the con- 
nexion, And remember thy C reator in the. days 


of thy youth ? 
In treating on this paſſage I E 


. 


I. Gander whom we are called to remember, 
our Creator. 


II. I ſhall open what may be intended by 
— our Creator. 


III. I ſhall take notice of the ſeaſon when 
we are to remember our Creator; in he days 


Four youth. 


IV. And laſtly, I ſhall offer Ga arguments 
why we ſhould fall in with the exhortation of 
our text, | that of remembering our Creator in 


the days of our youth. 


I. I ſhall confider whom we are called to 
remember, our Creator. Remember thy Crea- 
for. God may be very properly viewed by us 
in his various attributes and relations. In his 
various attributes as the infinite, eternal, 
unchangeable Jebovab, almighty in power, 
unſearchable in his wiſdom, perfect in his ho- 
lineſs, inviolable in his juſtice, unbounded in 
his goodneſs, and immutable in his truth. He 
may be conſidered alſo by us in his various re- 
lations, as our Maker, our Preſerver, our Be- 
nefactor, our Sovereign, our Judge, and our 


End. Now the wiſe man, under the inſpira- 
3 tion 
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tion of his God, bids us remember our Creas 
tor. He, as it were, ſingles out this relation 
of Deity for our particular regard, and would 
have us conſider God not ſo much as having 
made all things, as having made ourſelves, 
Know this aſſuredly, that the univerſe of 
Being, thoſe things which we behold, and thoſo 
things which we are certain actually exiſt; 
though we have never ſeen them, are all the 
work of God. He ſtretched out the heavens; 
he laid the foundations of the earth, he created 
the waters, and poured them out into the vaſt 
caverns, and channels prepared for them. He 

made all things whether above or below, 
whether material or ſpiritual beings; and 
the Archangel on his throne of glory, and 
the worm in its bed of duſt, the ſtupendous 
globes of ſun, moon, andi ſtars, and the clods 
under our feet, are alike the products of his 
power ; of him, and through him, gnd to him are 
all things *. Lift up your eyes, and behold who 
hath created theſe things, that bringeth' out their 
hoſts by numbers, be calleth them all by names; 
by the greatneſs of his might, for that he is ſtrong 
in power, not one faileth 1. And preſently 
after, Haſt thou not known? Haſt thou not 
heard that the everlaſting God, the Lord, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth famteth not, 
neither is weary ? There is no ſearching of his- 
underſtanding 1. But not only are we to con- 


Rom. xi. 36. + Ifa. xl. 26. t Ifa. xl. 28. 
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ET 
fider that God made all things, but we are to | 
bring home the truth to ourſelves, and remem- 
ber that he is gu Creator. | | 
After the Almighty and Allwiſe God had 
created the heavens, and the earth, and had 
furniſhed our world with its ſeveral inhabitants, 
he at laſt, as his greateſt and nobleſt work, made 
man, and made bim in hir von image, after his 
own likeneſs *. He it was who formed theſe 
bodies. He made the head, the heart, and 
lungs, thoſe ſeats of ſenſation and life. He 
moulded the eye, he faſhioned the ear, he gave 
us our ſeveral ſenſes, which are of ſo much im- 
portance, and the medium of ſo many of out 
pleaſures in the preſent ſtate. He built our 
frames, ſhaped, adjuſted, and created theſe bones, 
and he covered them with tkin and fleth.' He 
created the branching nerves, he drew out the 
arteries and veins, and repleniſhed them with 
their vital treaſures; and there is not a fingle 
limb, nor the minuteſt part of theſe bodies, 
but what owes its exiſtence to his power and 
wiſdom. For thou haſt poſſeſſed, ſays the de- 
vout Pſalmiſt, my reins. Thou haſt covered me 
mn my mother's womb. I will praiſe thee, for I 
am fearfully, and wonder fully made; marvellous 
are thy works, and that my foul $nows right well: 

my ſubſtance was not hid from thee, when T was 
mude in ſecret, and curiouſly wrought in the 
Jaweſt parts of the earth : thine eyes did fee my 


Gen. i. 26. 
ſubſtance, 


EN 
ſubſtance, yet being impenfect, and in thy book all 
my members were written, which in continuance 
were faſhioned, when as yet there was none. of 
them *. This body is a monument of divine 
might and ſkill. It is a ſyſtem of wonders. It 
is formed, may I ſo ſpeak, with the curioſity of 
a God; and the deeper the reſearches that are 
made into its conſtruction, its harmony, and 
its innumerable parts, the more ſhall we diſco- 
ver of the greatneſs of that God who is wonder- 
ful in counſel, and excellent in working +, wiſe 
in heart, and mighty in firength . But remem- 
ber, O man, thy Creator, not only as the Crea- 
tor of thy body, but as the Creator' of thy ſoul. 
Thou knoweſt, thou feeleſt there is ſomething 
within thee that can think, and reaſon, and 
chooſe, and reject, can fear, and hope, and 
love, and rejoice, and mourn, and that is the 
mover of thy body, and has a command over 
it. This ſomething called thy ſoul is the pro- 
duction of Deity, and becauſe it is akin to him 
in ſpirituality of nature, in intelligence, in 
volition, in- powers, it is ſpoken of as created 
in the image of God 9, nay it is called his off- 
ſpring ||, and he is faid % be its Father |||, 
That ray of reaſon, that freedom of action of 
which thou art poſſeſſed, that amazing capacity 
that can fly back to the ages, to the eternity 
paſt, travel through the generations yet to 
* Pal. exxxix. 13, 16. + Ifa. xxyin. 29. t Jobix, 4, 


$ Gen. 1, 28, Ads xvii. 28. || Heb. xi. 9. 
B 4 come, 
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come, and launch into the unfathomable abyfs 
i of future immortality, that-can range through 
5 the breadth of the earth, dive into the depths 
| of hell, and aſcend up to the higheſt heavens ; 
i that-capacity of knowing, fearing, glorifying, 
np and enjoying God the fountain, the ocean of 
x all excellency and happineſs, that un#xo7n, and 
„ yet well knouun Being, thy ſelf, thy ſoul, is the 
creation of God; a glimpſe of his perfection 
1 has paſſed upon it. He: breathed into man, 4s 
| | well as formed bis body of the duſt of the ground, 
ix the breath of life, and man became à living foul . 
And, what may be conſtant matter of wonder to 
us, he has united theſe bodies and ſouls together, 
which conſtitute ourſelves. The one is the 
curious caſket, and the other the ineſtimable 
jewel; and the intellectual and animal natures 
are abridged, and concentered in our myſte- 
rious perſons. In theſe views God is our 
Creator; and as ſuch we are called upon in our 
text to conſider him. 4.7 
But Why not remember God in general? Or 
why not remember him as our Preſerver, Be- 
|F nefactor, Lawgiver, Judge, and the like? I an- 
1 ſwer in this place we may be exhorted to remem- 
ber God as our Creator, more particularly as, 
(1.) We ſhall hence form the higheſt ideas 
of God. God is our Creator; the Creator of 
this body, this microcoſm, this world of won- 
ders. God is our Creator ; the Creator of our 
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fouls: , He ennobled us with underſtanding 
and reaſon above the beaſts of the field, and 
the fowls of heaven; he inveſted us with his 
own image, he copied out his lineaments upon 
us, and made us in a ſenſe partakers of a divine 
nature. ' He, wonderfully connected. theſe bo- 
dies and ſouls together, and eſtabliſhed the 
union between what is in itſelf a clod of clay, 
and this thinking, ſpiritual, and immortal being, 
the ſoul. And is he indeed our. Creator, and 
has he diſplayed ſuch amazing power, and 
ſuch conſummate wiſdom in our formation, 
then how great is that God who is our Maker? 
If there be ſomething ſo wonderful in theeffects, 
how much more wonderful is the Author of 
them? I fee, ſhould each one of us ſay in 
« deyout meditation, the impreſſions of Deity 
« ſhining in the brighteſt and fulleſt characters 
« upon me. I carry about with me the won- 
« ders of a God. I cannot think, nor. ſee, 
« nor. hear, nor ſpeak, but I have the de- 
* monſtrations of the greatneſs of my Creator. 
« I am in his temple wherever I am, nay, I 
« myſelf am the temple of God, and there- 
fore let me ſhew forth his praife.”” Well 
then may we be called to remember our Crea- 
tor, that we may thence; be excited to enter- 
tain the higheſt ideas of God, that God who 
ſtretched forth the heavens, and laid the foun- 
dations of the carth; and as a much ſuperior 
exertion of his power, and much nobler ma- 
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nifeſtation of his Slory, ae the ſpirit of 


man within bim * 
(2.) There may be great propriety in our 
del called upon to remember our Creator, 


as our ſenſe and acknowledgment of him, as 


the Maker of all things, and' as our Maker, is 
the very firſt and fundamental leſſon of reli- 
gion. Where does religion originate? Cer- 
tainly in the acquaintance with God, not as 
our Preſerver, not as our Benefactor, not as 
our Lawgiver, not as our Judge, but in the 
knowledge of him as the Creator of all things, 
and our Creator. This truth being eſtabliſhed, 
being confeſſed, we next proceed to view him, 
to hold communion with him, as that God who 


upholds what he has made, as that God who 
ſhows his goodneſs to what he has made, as 
that God who lays claim to what he has made, 
and requires a tribute of praiſe to-be paid him 


by the work of his own hands, and thus we 
aſcend from glory to glory; but the firſt glory 
that preſents itſelf, is evidently the glory of 
God, as having made us, both body and ſoul. 
(3.) We may well be commanded to re- 


member God as our Creator, as his creation of 


us, or our being brought into being by him, 


is the very root of all that good we can expect 
or enjoy from him. If he had not made us, 


we had been nothing ; but having created us, 
andereated us intelligent, incorruptible, and im- 
ech. xii. 1. 


mortal 


> a. Mw a ao =... a as 


1 

mortal beings, hence it is that we are rendered 
capable of happineſs, the happineſs of an ac- 
quaintance with God, of conformity and obe- 
dience to him, and a bliſsful, immediate; -and 
everlaſting intercourſe with him. The joys of 
_ communion with God, of glorifying him here 
on earth, and the joys of the beatific ſight and 
fruition of him in Heaven, would have no 
place, nothing on which to fix-themſelves, if 
God had not firſt made us, and made us rea- 
ſonable beings, creatures a little lower than 
the angels, and crowned with glory and ho- 
nour. Our being is the baſis of infinite and 
immortal happineſs, - or the ſpring-head of 
that manifeſtative favour of God to his people, 
which grows larger and larger, and at laſt 
iſſues in the fulneſs of joy in his preſence, and 
the everlaſting pleaſures at his right bands. 

(4.) Remembering God as our Creator leads 
us moſt eafily and directly to the inference that 
we are to ſerve and honour him, and therefore 
there is great propriety in its being ſaid, Re- 
member thy Creator. Conſider God as thy 
Creator, conſider that there is not a part of 
thy body, nor a faculty of thy ſoul, but what 
he has made; and canſt thou reſiſt the con- 
cluſion that therefore he has a right to com- 
mand thee, a right to diſpoſe of thee, a right 
to thine entire and conſtant obedience ? What 
more clear, what more forcible, than that- as 


* Pf. xvi. 4. 
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ü 
he has formed thee, he muſt have formed thee 
for himſelf, and that thou therefore art to 
ſhew forth his praiſe? | Know ye, ſays the 
Pſalmiſt *, har the Lord he ts God. He hath 
made us, and not we ourſelves. Me are bis 
people, and the ſheep of hs peſture, Enter ita 
hit gates with thankſgtuing, and into his courts 
auch proife : be: thankful unto him, and bleſs. his 
name. To the ſame purport it is ſaid, + The 
Lord is a great God, and à great King above 


all Gods. In his hand are the deep places of 


the eurth : the firength of the hills is his alſo : 
the fea is hit, for he made it, and his bands 
formed the dry land. O come let us worſhip, 
ani bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our 
Maker, for be is our Ged, and we are the 
people e hrs paſture, and the ſheep of. his hand. 
Whoſe image and ſuperſcription,, O man, doft 
thou bear? Are they not thoſe of that God 
who is thy Maker? Render therefore unto 
God the things that are God's. If he has 
ſown the ſeeds of reaſon, let him reap the har- 
veſt of obedience. If he has made thee both 
foul and body, devote thy foul and body to 
him, for canſt thou poſſibly deny that this is 
thy reaſonable ſervice? 
I proceed 


II. To open what may be intended by re- 
membering our Creator. By remembering our 


Ke. 25 4. + FI. XCV. 3, 7. 
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Creator we are by no means to underſtand; that 
we are only required coldly and ſpeculatively 
to conſider that God is our Creator: This 
knowledge will do us no good; It is what 
the devils have, and yet they remain devils 
ſtill. Remember thy Creator, is, in other words, 
glorify and ſerve thy Creator; and that this is 
the meaning of our text will be evident, if we 


conſider what is imported in Seripture by „or. 


getting God, and What by remembering him. 
Forgetting God, is not glorifying and ſerving 
God; as where it is ſaid, the wicked” ſball be 
turned into bell, and all the nations that forget 
God, that is, all the nations that do. not 50. 
nour and obey him x. And remembering God, is 


on the other hand glorifying and ſerving him; 


as where it is ſaid, for in death there is no re- 
membrance of thee ; in the grave who ſhall give 
thee thanks? + that is, all worſhip and ſervices 
to thee, as to the preſent ſtate, will for ever 
ceaſe when we are no more in this world. 
Now, if remembering God is thus to glorify 


and ſerve him, let us briefly inquire in what 
manner we are to glorify and ſerve God, or in 


what this our duty conſiſts? And 

(1.) We ſhould glorify and ſerve God by 
acknowledping and adoring him. While we 
ſhow our regard to creatures according to their 
ranks and ſtations, their relations to us, and 


* PL IX 27. + Pf. vi. 5. 
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connexions with us, let us above all acknow- 


ledge God, as that God who is the higheſt of 


all beings, and with whom we have the chief 
concern; and let us adore him as the foun- 
tain of all life, perfection, and bleſſedneſo, 
ſo as to view and honour him as our only 
ſovereign, and look to him as our only por- 
tion. Let it never be ſaid of us as it was 
1 that prophane prince Belſbaz zar, that the 
God in whoſe hands aur breath is, and whoſe are 
ell our ways, we have not glorifed*. Let him 
be our God, and him alone. Thou ſhalt worſhip 
the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou 
fer ve . 

( 2.) We ſhould glorify and ſerve God by ſeek- 
ing his ſpecial favour. It is not only our pri- 
vilege, but our duty to ſeek the ſpecial favour 
of God. It is an act of creaturely homage, and 
it ſhews not only a ſenſe of our own indigence 
and impotence, but the ſenſe we have of the 


power and goodneſs of God. Bleed are they 


that ſeek the Lord with the whole heart . 
Seek ye the Lord, and his ftrength : ſeek bts 
face evermore ||. When thou ſaideſt, ſays the 
Pſalmiſt, See& ye my face, my heart ſaid unto 
thee, Thy face, Lord, will I ſeek. And then 
he proceeds to plead with God, that he would 
not bide his face from him, and that he would 
not put away his ſervant in anger, neither leave 


Dan. v. 25. + Matt. iv. 10. eat. . 4. 


him 
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Lum nor forſake bim . Implore that that God 
who is thy Creator, would be thy covenant 
God and Father in Jeſus Chriſt; that be would 
remember thee with that favour which be bears 
unto his people, that be would vjſit thee with bis 


ſalvation, that thou mayeſt ſee the good of bis 


choſen, that thou mayeſt rejoice in the gladneſ 
of his nation, and that thou mayeſt glory with 


his inheritance. True it is that thou haſt 
offended againſt him, and that thou art deſti- 
tute of his beſt and brighteſt image, a confor- 
mity to him in holineſs, and therefore make 
thy humble confeſſions before him; that be 
who made thee might have no mercy upon" thee, 
and that he who formed thee might ſboto thee no 
Favour; but ſtill, encouraged, allured to come 
to him by the revelation of himſelf in his 


word, in his Son Jeſus Chrift, entreat that he 


would be reconciled unto thee, that he would 
forgive all thy treſpaſſes, that he would receive 
thee graciouſly, and love thee freely, and that 
thou mayeſt by the merits and mediation of 
his Son be juſtified and accepted with him, 
and that by the communication of his Spirit 
thou mayeſt be made like to him, created anew 
in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, and changed 
into his image from glory to glory, even as by 
the Spirit of the Lord. There are immenſe 
treaſures of bleſſings in God, and theſe bleſſ- 
ings are open to all, free to all who entreat 


* Pf. xxvii. 8, 9. + Pi. cvi. 4, 5. 


I If. xxvii. 11. 
them 


(495641 
them in the name of Chriſt, Beg then of God 
that he would bleſs thee with all ſpiritual bleſſ- 
ings in heavenly things for his fake; and glorify 
hea by a joyful acceptance of his ſalvation. 
(3.) We ſhould glorify and ſerve God by ſur- 
rendering up ourſelves to him. We are to give 
him back his own. We are to yield up ourſelves 
ro him. We are to take him for our Lord 
to be governed and diſpoſed of by him. This 
is what he requires of us, and herein we ſhall 
glorify him; for what greater honour can we 
give him, than in the gift of our whole ſelves 
to him? If we have been rebels, now let us 
become his ſubjects and ſervants, his willing 
people in the day of his power, and adjoin 
ourſelves to him in a perpetual covenant never 
to be forgotten. Let us count it not only diſ- 
loyalty, but ſacrilege to with- hold ourſelves 
from him. Let his precepts be our ſtudy, our 
delight; and let holineſs to the Lord be in- 
ſcribed upon our whole frame, our bodies and 
our ſouls. I Seſcech you therefore, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that ye preſent your bodies 
a trving ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
«ohich is your reaſonable ſervice . 

(4.) We ſhould glorify and ſerve our God by 
truſting in him. We are to commit the keeping 
of our ſouls to him in well-doing as to a faith- 
ful Creator F. Let us honour God by remov- 
-ing our truſt from the creature, and centering 


* Rom. vi. 13. + Rom. xi. 1. f 1 Pet. iv. 19: 


it 
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it upon bimſelf., In all times, in all: condi- 


tions, let us fix the anchor of our hope upon 
the ſure foundations of his covenant-mercy and 
faithfulneſs in Chriſt Jeſus. _ Let us caſt all 
our burdens. upon him, intruſt our eternal 
All in his hands, and reſolve with that ſuffering 
but yet confiding faint of old, that, though he 


ſlay us yet we will put our truft in him u. All- 


ſufficiency, infinite. love and compaſſion well 


| deſerve our truſt, and there only, as our duty 


as well as our intereſt, let us fix it. Bleſſed is 
the man obo truſts in the Lord, and whoſe hope 
the Lord is; for. he ſhall be as a tree planted by 
the waters, and that ſpreadeth aut her roats by 
the river, and ſhall not ſee when. heat comes, 


but her leaf ſhall be green, and ſhall not be care- 


ful in the gear of drought, neither ſhall. ceqſe 
from yielding fruit +. 


(5. ) Let us glorify and ſerve God by taking 
up our delight in him. Let us view him not 
only as the Lord whom we are to obey, but ag 
the Father whom we are to love, and in whom 
we are to take up our reſt and happineſs. De- 
light thyſelf. ſays the Plalmiſt, in the Lord, 
and he ſhall give thee the defires of thine heart +: 
Pouring contempt. upon the creature, renounc- 
ing lying vanities, the broken ciſterns of all 
earthly and created good, let us ſolace and ſa- 


tisfy ourſelves with the infinite fulneſs of grace 


and glory in our God, ſaying with the Pſalmiſt, 


* Job xiii. 15. + Jer. xvii. 7. 8. I Pi. XXxXVvii. 4+ 


Whom 


Sa 
Im have I in Heaven but bet, ou there" if 
none I defire on earth Befide thee. My feſs and 
% heart fail, bur God is the gang of my 
Kurt, and my portion for ever E. In immen- 
fity and eternity only Tet us Took for a ſuitable 
and adequate happineſs for the unbounded de- 
fires, and the no leſs unbounded: diiration of 
our ſouls. 1 will add, f ä 
(6.) And laſtly, Let all theſe ſacred and 
devout affections, and exerciſes of our ſouls 
towards God, be followed with an humble, 
cloſe, and chearful walk before him in the 
_ paths of obedietice; Let our internal piety, like 
4 vigorous and powerful root, break forth into 
open day, and ſhow its reality and ſtrength in 
all manner of holy converſation and godlineſs. 
Let it be our great concern, whether we eat or 
drink, or whatever we do, to do all to the glory 
of God; Let our light ſo ſhine before men 
that they may fee our good works, and by our 
glorifying God learn alſo themſelves to glorify 
our Father which is in Heaven. Herein, ſays 
our Lord, is my Father glorified, that ye bear 
much fruit, ſo ball ye be my diſtiples +. And 
we are affured, that whoſo offereth praiſe glorifies 
God, and that to him who orders his conver ſa- 
fron aright God will ſhow' bis ſalvation 1. Our 
words, our actions, our relations, our con- 
nexions, ſhoald all manifeſt that we are the 
ſaints and ſervants of God, the diſciples of 
Pf. Kili. 25, 26. + John xv. 8. f Pf. I. 23. 
2 hs, Chriſt, 


3 
Chriſt; and the citizens of Heaven. We are 


not to pretend great things, but we are to live 
them; and if our faces are not to ſhine as the 


face of Maſes with a divine luſtre, yet our 


whole conduct is to be a diſplay of the beauties 
of holineſs, and as a choſen generation, as a 
royal prieſthood, as an holy nation, and a pecu- 
har people, we are to ſhew forth the praiſes of 
him who" hath called us out of darkneſs into his 
marvellous light *, And thus have I, though 


but very briefly, and by no means in ſuch an 


extent as can do juſtice to my ſubject, opened 
to you what may be intended by remembering 
our Creator ; 1n other words, as I have ſhown; 
it is glorifying and ſerving him, and includes 
in it the whole of religion. I come, 


III. To take notice of the ſeaſon when we 
are to remember our Creator, and this is in 
the days of our youth. There is no part of life, 
after the human mind has begun to open itſelf, 
in which it is not our duty to remember our 
Creator; but the ſeaſon of youth is here par- 
ticularly ſingled out and mentioned as the time 


of remembering our Creator. Remember thy 


Creator in the days of thy youth. Ogr lives are 

made up of days, little portions of time in- 

cloſed between the riſing and the ſetting ſun, 

or between the reign of midnight; and its re- 

turn upon us in the ſpace of four and twenty 
21 Pet. fi. 9. 

C 2 hours, 


| | L "20 1. 
hours. Some of theſe days are the days of in- 
fancy, ſomè the days of childhood, ſome of 
youth; ſome of manhood, and ſome the days 
of old age, though not many among mankind 
comparatively attain to this laſt divifion of 
days, for they are much oftener blaſted in the 
bud, withered in the bloom, or violently torn 
up in the ftrength and maturity of their years. 
Now in the days, in the time of youth are we 
exhorted to remember our Creator, hereby in- 
tending either more ſtrictly that ſeaſon of life 
in which, having paſſed” childhood, we are 
growing; up to be men, or the ſpace between 
our ten and twenty years, or upwards; or more 
largely, A that portion of time from the firſt 
openings of reaſon to our arrival at the manly 
age. In theſe days, the firſt- born of our days, 
the moſt ſprightly and vigorous of all our days, 
when nature flouriſhes in its beauty and bloom, 
and is not generally oppreſſed with the cares 
and burdens of life, and is more commonly 
free from languors and weakneſs, enjoying it- 
ſelf in one unclouded ſunſhine, and if I may 
ſo expreſs myſelf, gaiety of exiſtence; in theſe 
days of youth, theſe days that are diſtinguiſhed 
from the evil aays, and the years when wwe ſhall. 
' Jay we have no pleaſure in them, in theſe days, 
in theſe ſmiling, golden, halcyon days. of life 
remember thy Creator. Let the firſt-fruits of 
thy. time be holineſs to the Lord. Let not 
fin and ſatan br the harveſt, and gather the 
vintage, 
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gleanings to thy Cod, whoſe thou. art, and 
whom only, and at all ſeaſons thou art to ſerve, 
He deſires the firſt ripe fruit; that fruit do 
thou, O young man, preſent unto him. Let 
him have the youth, the choice of thy time, and 
as ſoon as thou underſtandeſt that he is thy 
Creator, ſo ſoon do thou remember him, ſay- 
ing, where is God my Maker ? and never reſt- 
ing ſatisfied till thou art become his ſubject, 
his ſervant, the ſon of his image, and love; 
till thou haſt a good hope that he is thy God. 
and that thou art one of his people, an heir 
of God, and a joint-heir with Jeſus Chriſt. 


I proceed, 


IV. And lim To offer ſome TITER 
why we ſhould fall in with the exhortation of 
our text, to remember our, Creator in the days 

of our youth. Many arguments might be ſug- 
geſted to enforce this duty upon us, but the 

following ſhall ſuffice: 

(.) Let us be excited to remember our 
Creator in the days of our youth, from the un- 

certainty of life and health, Young as we are 

yet we are not too young to die. The voice 

aid, Cry. And be ſaid, What ſhall I cry? 
All fleſh ts graſs, and all the goodlineſs thereof 

as the flower of the field. The graſs withers, 

the flower. fades, becauſe the ſpirit of the Lord 

blows upon it. Surely the people is graſs *. 

.* Ifaiah xl. 6. 
©.2 The 
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The "graſs withers, the flower fades. Not 
1 only is the common graſs frail and periſhing, 
11 | but the flowers that grow among it, that ap- 
| pear ſo gay, and paint the meadows with fo 
much beauty, are equally liable to droop and 
die, and when the ſcythe comes it makes no 
diſtinction between the one and the other. 
Thus youth with all its bloom and gaiety is 
i | expoſed 'to death as well as the other ages of 
1 Ke; and how many thouſands..and ten thou- 
| ſands of our race have been cut off in the 
prime of their days? Give God thy Creator 
1 then thy youth. Thou knoweſt not whether 
1 thou ſhalt have any other time to give him. 
1 The breath is in thy noſtrils, "and when it is 
poured out it is at the will of Heaven whether 
5 it ſhall be reſtored to thee. In the midſt of 
1 life we are in death. How. many have flattered 
1 themſelves with an old age, ho have been in 
their graves long before they haye attained to 
 threeſcore years and ten? How many baye 
been flouriſhing in health and vigour one 
month, one week, one day, one hour, and 
have been breathleſs corpſes in the next ? Thou 
 knoweſt not what Hall be on the morrow. For 
what is our hfe? It is even as à vapour that * 
pears for a little time, and then vaniſhes away * 
The thread of life is in the hands of God, 
and he may cut it aſunder the next moment. 
Remember thy Creator then in the days of 
| thy youth, 
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2.) Let us be perſuaded to remember our 


Creator in the days of our youth, from the 
preſent pleaſures of a life of religion. Reli - 
gion may have been repreſented as ſomething 
very gloomy and forbidding, as if. it were ut- 


terly inconſiſtent with, and indeed unfriendly 


to the enjoyment of life; but all this is ima- 
gination, prejudice, and falſhood, Nothing 
on the other hand ſo much conduces to true 


peace and comfort, as real piety. This opens 


A communion between God and our ſouls; 


this leads the foul to a reſt and delight of it- 


ſelf in him; this regulates our paſſions, 


bridles our appetites, and yet gives us all 


things to enjoy ſo far as is conſiſtent with our 


true happineſs; this ſanctifies every thing to 


us, and gives us the ſmiles of our God with 
the bounties of his providence; this enlightens 
adverſity, and gives the richeſt reliſh to proſ- | 


perity. O how true is it that wiſdom's Ways 


are ways of pleaſantneſe, and that all her paths 


are peace * ? That in the way of righteouſneſs 
is life, and that in the path-way theregf there 
is no death +? That in keeping God's command- 
ments there is a great reward}? And that 


great peace have they that love God's law, and 


nothing ſhall offend them Let me only in- 


| ſtance in a few particulars. Has a man any 


terror upon his ſoul for falling down upon his 
knees day by day, and adoring, and bleſſing 


2 Prov. ui. 17. + Prov. xiii. 28. Pf. xix. 11. || PC. cxix. 15. 
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_ God, and entreating his favout ? Has. that 

af any diſtreſs of mind for doing juſtly and 
. mercy ? Is it any anguiſh to him that 
he eats and drinks fo He obly as tends to 
"the fupport and refreſhment of his nature, and 
no further? Nor does he feel any ſecret re- 
- morſe and ſtings of conſcience that he has not 
been ſeduced by the harlot, but that he walks 
within the incloſures which God in equal love 
and wiſdom has appointed ? So far from this, 
that a life under the regulations of religion. is 
a life of peace and pleaſure.” Religion grants 
us every thing that 1s truly for our good, and 
forbids us nothing but what is for our hurt; 
and the commands of God include our own 
intereſts in them not only for the future, but 
for the preſent life; ſo that in one word, re- 
ligion is the health and enjoyment of our 
fouls, and fin their pain and diſeaſe. As there- 
fore you confult your own preſent comfort, 
remember your Creator in the days of your 
youth. 

(3.) And laſtly, Let us be prevailed upon 
to "remember our Creator in the days of our 
youth, from a regard to out future felicity. 
As we are creatures raiſed above the brutes in 
the capacities which God has given vs of fore- 
fight, and an attention to things to come; 
let thefe capacities be improved by us, and let 
our views of futurity accordingly now influence 
and operate. upon our minds. A dying hour 
7 will 
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will come, and it may be very near, Who is 


1 

4 prepared for his dying hour? A faint, or a 
it ſinner? One who fears God? Or one who 
0 fears him not? Will it be any conſolation to 
d us in the agonies of diſſolving nature, that we 


have forgotten God, renounced him, ſaid to 
him in our practical courſe, Depart from us, 
for we defire not the knowledge of thee, nor 
of thy ways? When we are called to tread the 
dark rer valley of the ſhadow of death, 
and no other friend can ſupport and comfort 
us, will it be found that we have conſulted 
our intereſt in that we have made God our 
enemy; or will it be any wonder that he whom 
we have diſobeyed and diſhonoured in life, 
ſhould leave us to the puniſhment of our ſins, 
and to the horrors of his dereliction and frowns 
in death? And believe me, one hour's anguiſh 
without an hope in God in death, will heavily. 
overbalance all the unlawful pleaſures of fin 
in life. But on the other hand, if we remem- 
ber our Creator in the days of our youth, 
| may we not encourage ourſelves in the hope, 
that he will remember us when we ſhall ſtand - 

in ſo much need of his favour in the article of 

| death? May we not expect that he will then 
ſuccour and cheer us with his promiſes, with 
his ſpirit, and raiſe us when we walk through 
the valley of the ſhadow of” death above the fear 
of evil, vouchſafing his preſence to us, and by 
his rod and a ffs as pur "os ſhepherd, com- 


forting 
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forting 46 *, till, having paſſed in ſafety and 
Pleaſure the Seri gloomy and tremendous 

affage, we are ſafe arrived at the manſions of 
eternal bleſſedneſs and glory? Manjions of eter- 
nal bleſſeaneſs and glory ! To whom do they 
belong! Not to thee, O finner, who turneſt 
thyſelf away from God, trampleſt upon his 
laws, abuſeſt his love. No; to thee belong 
indignation and wrath, tribulation and an- 
guiſh, a baniſhment from the bliſsful preſence 
of God, and the pains and puniſhment of an 
eternal hell. But theſe manſions of eternal 
lory and btefledneſs are the ſure and only i in- 
ee "of fach as have acknowledged. ador- 
ed, loved. and ſerved their God; and if at one 
far d. Here from another ftar in glory ho it will 
bie af the refurretiton of the dead , how bright 
will thoſe morning ſtars be ſeen in the king- 
dom of their Father, who have remembered 
their Cteatot in the days of their youth? O 
then let a regard to our future felicity excite 
us to remember our Creator in the days of our 
youth, and as ever we would have death diſ- 
armed, nay, would have his pale face enlight- 
enced with the light of life, and eternity prove 
to us not a bottomleſs gulf of miſery, but an 
ocean of infinite happineſs, let us now remem- 


ber God, now glorify and ſerve him. 


Pf. xxiii. 4, 1 Cor. xv. 41, 42. 
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Having finiſhed the * part of my 
ſubject, I might now improve ahd apply it; 
but I ſhall rather hold up to you an example 
of his remembrance of his Creator in the days 
of his youth, in the late Mr. Thomas Wilton, a 
young man, for ſeveral years- an honourable 
member of this church, and- whoſe death has 
occaſioned the preſent diſcourſe, 

His worthy brother, and my eſteetned friend, 
Dr. Samuel Wilton, has put into my hands 
1 ſome particulars relating to the life and death 
'of the deceaſed, which he tells me, e He has 
#* juſt ſketched out in a rough form to make 
« uſe of as I think proper, begging me to 
« conſider all that js his own, as nothing 
% more than hints, and not intended as a fi- 
e niſhed account fit to be delivered in its pre- 
4 ſent ſtate, and that all he means by it is to 
+ ſupply me with ſame materials, the wording 
„ and arranging of which he has left entirely 
„ to myſelf,” On my peruſal of theſe papers 
there appears to be ſuch a genuine and lively 
draught of his brother's character, and ſuch a 
moving, melting, and yet delightful and edi- 
fying view of him upon his death-bed, that I 
ſhall take the liberty to preſent the papers to 
you as they were delivered to me, as I know 
not how better to expreſs myſelf in any words 
of my own, or caſt them into any better 

mould than that in which I received them. 


The 
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The firſt 8 is thus intitled ; 3 
Some few anecdotes reſpecting the life 


and death of my gear brother,” and is as 


follows be 


«« It might 5 as e be faid of 
him as of any perſon whatſoever, that he 
was fanCtified from the womb, as he ver) 
early diſcovered the influence of religious 
principles on his mind, particularly in the 
conſcientious and conſtant practice of ſecret 
prayer, which, as he grew up, became his 
growing pleaſure—in the moſt religious ob- 
ſervation of the Lord's Day—in his inva- 
riable attachment to truth in all he faid— 
and in the moſt ſcrupulous regard to the 
ſtricteſt integrity and honeſty in all his 
tranſactions and intercourſe with mankind; 
of which I could recite ſome very remark- 
able inſtances even in his childhood. In- 
deed, he had the tendereſt conſcience I ever 
knew any perſon to be poſſeſſed of, even ſo 
far as often to fear the contraction of guilt 
where no fear was. 
« The cultivation of his mind was the 
principal object of his attention, and he 
looked with a ſovereign contempt on thoſe 
purſuits, which too often engroſs the atten- 
tion and time of young perſons in this diſ- 
ſipated age. The uncommon ſolidity of 
his judgment, and his rectitude of taſte led 
him to improve all the time he could re- 
deem 
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deem from buſineſs in reading, either with 
a view to the general improvement of his 


mind, by. cultivating an acquaintance with 


thoſe branches of ſcience for which he had 
a ſtrong reliſh ; or more' eſpecially in refer- 
ence to the growth of grace, and the ad- 
vancement of religion in his ſoul. 
« But as it pleaſed God thus early to work 
on his mind, by a bleſſing upon a religious 
education, the change was leſs perceptible in 
him than in the converſion of thoſe who are 
left to a courſe of profligacy and open im- 
morality. Hence he was often led to que- 
ſtion the reality of a ſaving change in him- 
ſelf, when it was unqueſtionable to every 
one elſe who knew him; and the natural 
timid diſpoſition of his mind. inclined him 
to indulge the moſt unfavourable thoughts 
of himſelf, till at length he was involved 
in the greateſt perplexity and diſtreſs of 
mind, and about eight years ago ſank into a 
religious melancholy, conſidering himſelf 
as utterly loſt, and undone, and as having 
contracted the guilt of an hypocritical pro- 
feſſion of religion, while he was nothing 
more than a mere nominal profeſſor. Dur- 
ing this unhappy period, he often told me 
that he envied the vileſt reptile that crept 
upon the earth. Upon this occaſion I con- 
verſed much with him, prevailed upon him 
to come to my houſe for a time, and preached 
ſome 


4 


3 
the "ſermons ke was with me, with 4 
« particular reference to the diſconſolate ſtate of 
His mind, Tt pleaſed God to bleſs them ſo far 
as to mitigate his anxiety; though he was never 
wholly exempt from doubts till his laſt illneſs, 
which was uncommonly painful. But as it 


was productive of the 55 deſired effect, he 
often expreſſed his thankfulneſs to God for 
it, and declared that he would not have been 
without it for all the world. A few days 


before the opening of his abſceſs he ſaid to 
me, that he was not without a good hope, 
yet it did not riſe to full aſſurance that that 
was all that he wanted, and that could he 
but attain that, which ſome other Chriſtians 


had attained, he ſhould be perfectly eaſy as 


to the precarious iſſue of the operation. 


When it pleaſed God to fulfill his defire, he 


ſaid, I confider this affliction as an imme- 


diate and moſt gracious anſwer to my own 
repeated prayer. I have often declared in ſe- 
cret, that I ſhould be content to bear the 
heavieſt affliction which my heavenly Father 
would lay upon me, ſo that it might but be 
the means of affording me a ſatisfying evi- 
dence of my intereſt in the bleſſings of the 
New Covenant; and now, faid he, God has 
indeed anſwered my prayer. During his 
long continued and ſevere illneſs he en- 
joyed- almoſt uninterrupted comfort, and 


triumphed in the name of Jgſus; though 


40 at 


3 


Wo :, ] 
* at ſome times be intimatedd that the ene- 
„my of ſouls Was aiming to diſtutb his peace. 
« He bote Bis füfferings with a degree of 
«  Chriftian patience ſeldom to be ncht. 
« Not dne repining word ever dropped froth his 
« lips; and he often diſcovered the moſt ex- 
« tatic triuthphs of true faith; He unifotin- 
« ly acknowledged his obligations to free gtace 


fbr all he was, and all he enjoyed; and was 


« frequently very expreſs and ardent in avow- 
« ing the doctrines of the atonement and righ- 
« teouſneſs of Chriſt, as the only and im- 
« moveable baſis of his hope. Few dying 
« beds were ever ſo inſtructive, eſtabliſhing, 
*« and conforting as his was, to the ſpectators 
ce of his ſufferings and his joys. Free grace, 
«and the merits of eus were the conſtant 
« delightful topics of his converſation. The 
„ three interviews which he had with his 
* aged and honoured father juſt before he died, 


_ «« preſented a ſcene too moving to be defcrib- 


« ed. His affectionate addreſſes to his venerable 
© parent, and lively expreſſions of an aſſured 
« hope of ſoon meeting him again in heaven, 
„ overcame us all. At length, after a very ſhort 
« and eaſy conflict with the pains of the diſ- 
« ſolving union between foul and body; he 


„ ſweetly fell afleep in Fes without a ſigh or 


„ groan, with his hand in mine, Auga/t 5. 1776. 
«« Blefled indeed are the dead who thus die in 


„ the Lord. 
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_ © I may truly add to what I haye already ſaid 
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concerning my dear brother, that he was a 
moſt dutiful child to his parents, and a moſt 
affectionate brother. Our affection was never 
once interrupted to his dying hour. He 
diſcovered his love to me all his life long. 
and could not bear my abſence from him in 
the approach of death. | 
% In his religious ſentiments as to the points 
of difference among Chriſtians, he Was a 
thorough Calviniſt upon conviction, and 
after cloſe examination; and he laid a great 
ſtreſs upon ſome of the peculiar doctrines of 
the goſpel, in all his converſations during his 
laſt illneſs, | | | 


% He was allo a ſteady.] Diſſenter upon prin- 
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ciple; he had accurately, ſtudied the contro- 
verſy relating to conformity, and nonconformi- 
ty,” and his preference of the latter, was the 
reſult of a firm perſuaſion that it was 
grounded upon ſcriptural principles, and a 
neceſſary expreſſion of his due allegiance to 
Chriſt, as the ſole Head and Lawgiver of 
his church. 

« His diffidence and modeſty threw a veil 
upon his gifts and accompliſhments. This 
made him averſe. to engaging in ſocial 
prayer, unleſs there were none but his own 
ſervants preſent ; but he had notwithſtand- 
ing a very uncommon gift in prayer, far be- 


cc yond 


fl 493 Y 


at; yond what is common not only among Lay- 
« Chriſtians, but Miniſters themſelves. 

He was very fond of retirement from the 
world, and choſe rather to be conſidered as 
* ſingular, than to injure his beſt intereſt in 
« any degree, by a greater conformity to the 
« cuſtoms of the world. 

* His courteous manners and obliging car- 
riage were well known: to all his friends, 
and indeed to all with whom he was con- 
4 gnected.“ | | 


The next paper put into my Kinds is "thus 
prefaced, and 1 is as follows: 
| ny 
© The underwritteri are very few compara- 
«« tively, ofthe weighty ſentences which dropped 
from my brother's lips. A great number have 
te eſcaped recollection, which were uttered in the 
« earlier ſtages of his diſorder, when his friends 
_*« flattered themſelves with the hope of his re- 
„ covery; and many more I did not chooſe to 
5 inſert, which, as I did not heat myſelf, and 
could not depend upon to be exactly related, 
might have been conſidered as leſs authentic,” 


F 


— Ad To a OE. cert ad wo, 


Sayings in his laſt illneſs. 


..« Deſcribing at one time his own ſtate, he 
© ſaid, I have a peaceful conſcience, and a 
66 ſmiling God. 

O my God, look upon my affliction, and 


D 40 pity 
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pity me; for thou baſ forgiven me mine 


* 1niquities,” 
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ec 
46 
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Ciouſneſs before. 


& Tf Satan ſhould accuſe me, 40 tempt me 


to deſpair, I will ſend him to my Jeſus who 
cancelled my guilt in his own blood. He 
loved me and gave himſelf for me.” 


At another time, when I had been praying 
with him, he ſaid, I thank you my deareſt 


brother. Your prayers, and converſation, 
and preaching, have often been greatly 
bleſſed to me. I will tell it you; I muſt tell 
it you, for your encouragement. O my dear 
brother, go on to preach Feſus Chriſt to 
poor ſinners. ¶ Preach him for his own fake. 
Preach him 0 r their ſakes. Preach him for 
my ſake. If you love me preach him. I 
never knew fo much of his worth and pre- 
He is, indeed he is, an 
Almighty, and All-ſufficient Saviour.” 


* O, if it were the will of God I wiſh that 
the ſun might this day ſhine on my breathleſs 


corpſe; for I know that my fins are pardoned! 
God is my God, my covenant and reconciled 
God through Jeſus Chriſt. I know that when 
he takes me hence, he will take me to him- 
ſelf. I long to be at home.” 

O that he would ſend ſome kind angel 
to releaſe me] But I am afraid this is mur- 


muring. I would not murmur. All is 
mercy on this ſide hell. Wherefore ſhould 


3 | a a living 


( 33 J 
« living man complain, a man for the pu- 
« niſhment of his fins!” 
After crying out in extreme anguiſh, he 
broke out with great feryour, 


« The ſharpeſt ſufferings that I bear 
« Flow from my faithful father's care.“ 


* How dreadful would be my caſe, if I had 
„ now to conflict with the agonizing pains of 
«© an accuſing and condemning conſcience ! I 
© bleſs God I have none of them. I could 
„ now lie down and die with as much compo- 
„ ſure, as I lay my head down on this pil- 
&« low.” 


* They ſleep in Jeſus . are pie. 2 


He was often expreſſing his thankful admi- 
ration of the delightful contraſt between his 
former doubting, fearful temper, and his pre- 


ſent peace and comfort. Addreſſing himſelf 


to me, he ſaid; “ You, I dare ſay, never ex- 


L pected to ſee me in ſuch a frame as this. I 
am ſure I never expected it, I never thought 


e that I could look death in the face with ſo 
© much compoſure and fortitude ; but what 
«© cannot God do? It is all of him.” And then 
he broke out into the warmeſt expreſſions of 
love and gratitude to God, and expatiated 
largely on his obligations to the free grace of 
God in Chriſt eſtes, extolling the name of 


* Somewhat altered from Dr. Watts's Imitation of the Pſalms, 
PC. cxix, fourteenth part, ſtanza the fifth, 
+ Dr. Watts's Hymns, B. 1. Hymn 18, 
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8 The Rev. Mr. M*Llellen of Kircudbright, 


8 

Jeſus as a ſaviour,” and triumphing in the per- 

ſuahon of the efficacy of his atoning blood. 

With great extaſy did he often repeat thoſe 
hymns of Dr. Watts, 


Come we that love the Lord, 
And let our joys be known; 
Join in a ſong with ſweet accord, 
And thus ſurround the throne. &c. * 


And muſt this body die? 
_ _ _ This mortal frame decay? 
And muſt theſe active limbs of mine 
; Lie mould'ring in the clay? &c. + 


Asalhat al: Dr. Watts's Hore Lyrice, 


Come, ſaints, and drop a tear or two 
On the dear boſom of your God: 

He ſhed a thouſand drops for you, 
A thouſand drops of richer blood. 4 


And alſo thoſe lines by a miniſter of Scotland 9, 


Come, ſtingleſs death, have o'er. Lo! here's my pats 
In blood character'd by his hand who was, 

And is, and ſhall be. Jordan, cut thy ſtream, 
Make channels dry. I bear my Father's name 
Stamp'd on my brow. I'm raviſh'd with my crown 

It ſhines ſo bright. Down with all glory down 


The world can give. I ſee the pearly port, 


The golden ſtreets, the bleſſed ſouls? reſort, 


* Dr. Watts's Hymns, B. 2, Hymn 30. 
+ Dr. Watts's Hymns, B. 2. Hymn 110. 
t B. 1. P. 72. Stanza 2. Edit. . 


The 
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The trees of life, floods guſhing from the throne, 
Call me to joys. Begone, ſhort woes, begone. , 

1 liv'd to die; but now I die to live, | 

I do enjoy more than I could believe: 


The promiſe me into Poſſeſſion ſends, 


And faith in ſight, and hope in having ends. 


July 30. When he was ſpeaking | of the great 
pains he felt, I ſaid, But I hope your faith 


„ remains as firm and unſhaken as ever.” He 


replied, © Q yes ! though ſometimes the ag- 
«« yerſary tries to diſturb my peace; but, 
«© bleſſed be God, he never prevails.” 

July 31. When one of his relations ſympa- 
thized with him under his ſevere pains, he 
anſwered; © I would nor change y con- 
«« dition with any man in the world. M 
« happineſs is as compleat as it can be on this 
« ſide the grave. would. not have been 
„ without this affliction for all the world.” 

Auguſt 3- When J aſked him whether he 
continued in the ſame comfortable ſtate of 
mind, he anſwered in rapture, © O, yes! it 
** is heaven within.“ 

Upon my obſerving to him that his dying 
before me was not only a very painful, but a 
very unexpected event to me, as I hoped he 
would have ſurvived me many years ; his re- 
mark was, But I am glad it is fo, for 1 
could not have borne to have had you gone 
** before me; and though I love you as well 
as ever, yet it does not grieve me ſo much 

D 3 * now 


[ 38 ] 
ee now to part with my friends as it would 
« have done ſome months ſince, when I had 
* my fears, that after all, I ſhould go to Hell, 
„and never meet them again in Heaven. The 
«« perſuaſion I now have of ſoon meeting, and 
© enjoying you in Heaven, reconciles me to 
« the thought of leaving you.” 

After ſome little toaverfilticn with his ho- 
noured father on the ſubjects of death and im- 
mortality, he broke out in rapture, 

For when grim death has loſt its ſting 

| It wears an angel's face*®. 

A little afterwards he ſaid to me, 

Hoy precio Chriſt now to believers !” 

Auguſt 4. He ſaid, © I with I was gone: 
tc J long to be gone.” 

Afterwards he ſoftly whiſpered to me as 
follows, « I with I] was capable of talking, I 
« could ſay a great deal more than ever. I 
* never had ſuch views and ſenfations in all 
„my life. You cannot conceive how I am, 
% but I cannot talk.” 

In the evening he thus addrefled me, O 
% my dear brother, I am quite overcome“ 
Here he pauſed—] ſaid, With what, my 
« dear brother? He replied, © With ſpiritual 
« joy and comfort. If God do not looſe me 
e ſoon, I cannot ſupport it. 

A little afterwards, when I was ſitting by 
his bed-ſide, he ſaid to me, You do not go 
« home to-night, do you ?” I replied, <* No, 


* Watts's Horz Lyricz, B. 1. P. 43. Stanza 3. 


« I will 


{ 39 J 
% will not leave you.“ I am glad of that, 
« ſaid he, for I would fain have you ſtay to 
« ſee me cloſe my eyes, and fall aſleep in 
« Feſus. | | | 
Afterwards every now and then he cried, 
% Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly.” 
Auguſt 5. In the morning he told me, 
«© That his whole frame was then ſo diſor- 
e dered and ſunk, that he could not enjoy, 
* or expreſs himſelf as he had done before, 
« but that he was the ſame within,” He 
likewiſe intimated his apprehenſion that the 
enemy of ſouls might perhaps take advan- 
tage of his increaſed weakneſs, and herein he 
was not miſtaken; for ſoonffter he Was for a 
ſhort time diſpoſed to indulge a fear leſt after 
all he ſhould miſcarry. What, faid he, if 
* I ſhould be deceived.” Afterwards when I 
aſked him, How it was with him?“ he an- 
ſwered, Pretty comfortable. I with I had 
formerly longed for Heaven more as a ſtate 
* of perfect holineſs, as well as a ſtate of 
«« perfect happineſs, though I hope I did re- 
joice in that view of it too,” Afterwards 
he told me, “that Satan had been very buſy 
* in endeavouring to unfaſten him, but that 
e Jeſus was his hope.” However the cloud 
was ſoon diſpelled. In about two hours after 
he told me, He was very comfortable, and 
growing more and more ſo.” But he was now 
ſo low and weak, that compaſſion to his frame 
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| reſttained me from ſaying much to him, eſpe⸗ 
cially by way of queſtion. He faintly whiſ- 
peted, that though he could not talk, he 
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« wiſhed we would.” And juſt before the laſt 


conflict he faid to a friend, who ſtood by his 


bed-ſide, Come, Jet us talk of the good 


land, and of the promiſes. F love to hear 
"607 them.” After this he ſeveral times at- 


tempted to ſay ſomething to me, but he was 


unable to utter any more than, O my dear 


* brother,” with a pauſe, and then I can- 
« not ſay it.” Finding him thus incapable of 
any farther converſe, I deſired < that if he 
had then the fame peace and joy he had 
* formerly expreſſed, he would teſtify it by 


holding up his hand.” On which he lifted 


it up, and gave me a moſt ſignificant look. 


Iwill add to this account given bythe brother 
of our deceaſed friend, that it perfectly corre- 
ſponds with what he ſaid to me, in the many 
viſits J made him in the ſeaſon of his illneſs. 
Never did I ſee a ſerener or happier death- 
bed. He declared to me, that he had faith, 
« the faith of aſſurance, and that that was the 
& top of all. I remember, ſaid he, how the 


40 thoughts of death made me ſhudder, but it 


« 1s otherwiſe with me now.” Grace was the 
delightful ſubject of his praiſe. Not one com- 
plaint, not one murmur did I ever hear him 
utter as to the diſpenſations of God towards 

5 | him, 


"»# 


* 


| „„ 
him, though he muſt in his long and moſt 
diſtreſſing illneſs have endured a martyrdom, 
may I not more truly ſay many martyrdoms of 
pain. He told me ** that he had been before 
« his affliction dull and languid in ſpirituals, 
* and that he had earneſtly prayed that God 
« would quicken him, and that he had now 
„ anſwered his prayers,” Indeed he ſeemed 
to be full of hope, full of peace, full of ſub+ 
miſſion, and, in a word, full of his God. 
and notwithſtanding in the ſeveral times of my 
viſiting him, I obſerved there were viciſſitudes 
in his natural ſpirits, as he ſometimes ſpoke 
more and ſometimes leſs, or almoſt declined 
to ſpeak, yet the Heaven within ſeemed to 
know no changes. Shall I add, that he ex- 
preſſed a moſt affectionate regard for the beſt in- 
tereſts of ſuch as were dear to him, and ſpoke 
with great honour and delight of the power of 
the divine life in an intimate friend of his, with 
whom he had often taken ſweet counſel *. 
Ee of Here 
* If not as a farther teſtimonial to the excellency of Mr. Wil- 
ton's character, for there is no need of any freſh evidence, where 
the thing was known more or leſs to all who knew him, yet as a 
proof how moſt dear and delightful he was to thoſe who were per- 
fectly acquainted with him, I ſhall tranſcribe part of a letter from a 
long and intimate friend of the deceaſed, written the very day he 
received the news of Mr. Wilten's death. Though my dear 
«« friend's death has been fo long the object of expectation, yet 


<« when the news arrived, I felt the ſtroke very heavy upon me. 
O, my dear departed friend! This world, the church of God, 


«« and thy afflicted parents, relations and friends, can ill ſpare 


«* thee. Thou haſt paſſed the river; thou haſt begun happineſs 
** everiaiting, 


| 42 7 
Here is a ſubject that might be variouſly 
and largely improved: But I deſpair to do juſ- 
tice to it; were I not to ceaſe my addreſs to 
you, till I had done it, midnight might come 
upon us, and ſtill hear me ſpeaking. However 
ſomething I will offer by way of improvement, 
however inadequate and defective. 
If we conſider our deceaſed brother, in what 
has been related concerning him, living and 


dyin 8» we ſhall 


I. Behold an eminent (inſtance of divine 
power and grace. He was good betimes. The 
ſeeds of reaſon and religion broke out, as it 
were, together. He ſpent his days in one 
tenor of holineſs without any interruptions, 
any departures from the good ways of the Lord; 
and having begun in the Spirit, he walked in 


ce 3 Thy conflicts and ſtruggles are for ever over. 
Thou art receiving thine eternal reward. Thau haſt bid a final 

adieu to fins and forrows. Thy precious duſt ſleeps in Jeſus, 

«« and is releaſed from all agonizing pains of diſeaſe and death, 

% and waits the ſound of the laſt trumpet to raiſe it incorruptible. 

%% Have parted with thee never to meet thee more? Shall I ever 

% again join hands with thee ? Shall we congratulate one another in 

© the realms of glory? Shall Jever join in the aſcriptions of praiſe, 

« in the ſong of Mo/es, and the Lamb? O that I might receive the 

«« falling mantle of the departed E/jahb / O that I might feel more 

* of that heavenly mind, that tender conſcience, that devotional 

* ſpirit, thoſe ardent deſires and eager purſuits of eternal bleſſings 

« which he felt. That I might walk with that circumſpection 

« with which he walked, that holy tenderneſs of conſcience 

** againſt all fin, and earneſt deſires to be freed from the burden 

* of it, that humble mind, that warm heart for God and Chriſt ! 

«© O that I might partake of the ſame Spirit!“ 1 

| tne 


13 ] 
the ſpirit, or rather through all his time on 
earth, he preſſed toward the mark for the prize 


of the high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 


And whence was all this? Was it not from 
above ? Was it not a-good and perfect gift that 
deſcended from the Father of lights, who made 
the ſoul of our friend a choſen veſſel, who pu- 
rified it for himſelf, and filled it with his hea- 
venly treaſures? It is the work of God, be it 
in earlier or later days, fo create in us clean 
hearts, and renew within us right ſpirits *, and 
for this ſo great and bleſſed experience, we are 
to cry out, Not unto us, not unto us, but unto 
thy name be all the praiſe. F inſtead of the 
thorn there comes up the fir-tree, and if inſtead 
of the brier there comes up the myrtle-tree, let 
us remember that they are to the Lord for a 
name, and for an everlaſting fign that ſhall not 
be cut off F. And none was more ready to 
acknowledge, and adore the grace of God to- 
wards him than our deceaſed friend. This 
was the ſong with which he entered the dark 
valley, and in what nobler ſtrains is he now 


celebrating the divine mercy towards him, and 


will celebrate it through the days of eternity ? 


II. Hence we may obſerve the excellency of 
religion. How amiable, how delightful was 
our deceaſed friend ? He was no pricking brier, 
no grieving thorn, no nuiſance and diſtreſs 
* Pfal. li. 10. + Iſa. lv. 13. 
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14 7 


concerned for him; but he was an honour 


and a bleſſing to his family, and, like the vinę 


in the parable x, *, his fruit cheered both God and 


man. Such is the excellency of religion. It 


is the want of religion, and the reign of fin 
which produce the dreadful miſeries of families, 
ſocieties, and kingdoms, Was there but reli- 
gion univerſally ſpreading, what comforts: and 
Joys would every where accompany it, and 
how would our world, now too much like a 
wilderneſs and deſert, become a ſecond Eden, 
a garden and paradiſe of God ! And particularly 
how happy would families become! We thould 


no more hear of parents weeping, mourning 


over their diſobedient children, no more hear 
of their hoary heads. going down with ſorrow 


to their graves for the impiety, the profligacy, 


and impudence in ſin of their offspring; but, 
if young perſons were but of the ſpirit of our 
deceaſed friend, how would parents, brethren, 
ſiſters rejoice, and how would their ſongs of 
praiſe and ſalvation be heard in the tabernacles 
of- the righteous! Our families would be Be- 
bels, houſes of God, and the gates of heaven. 
Such is the excellency of religion ! Religion 
ſo much neglected, ſo much deſpiſed, fo 
much trampled upon in our wicked, wicked 
times, but till it is the honour, the happineſs 


* Juds. ix. 13. 


of 


f #5 1 
of our natures; and if men had a right know- 
jedge and ſenſe of things, we ſhould have ne 
more difficulty to perſuade them that an holy 
temper and life were preferable to a temper and 
life wieked, and diſſolute; than that it was 
better to be in eaſe than pain, in health than 
ſickneſs, or better to have the body pure and 
whole, than over-run with wounds and bruiſes, 
and putrifying ſores. Jeb, 


III. May we not hence ſee the noble ſpirit 
5 of the truly good man] How did our deceaſed 
friend welcome his trial, bleſs God for his 
| trials, ſo that he could but enjoy a greater near- 
| neſs to him, the unclouded light of his coun- 
tenance. No matter if the body is diſordered, 
emaciated, and made the ſeat of diſeaſe and 
pain, if God is but more ſenſibly and com- 
fortably experienced in the manifeſtations of 
his love. With a truly pious ſoul, religion, 
conformity to God, and communion with him 
is all; and nothing is thought too great a ſa- 
crifice for ſuch an inward, ineſtimable bleſſing, 
as the peace that paſſes all underſtanding, as 
that well of water that ſprings up to everlaſting 
life. What a right judgment and proper eſtimate 
of things are here? For our light affliction which 
zs but for a moment, works jor us a fer more ex- 
ceeaing and eternal weight of glory, white we look 
not at the things which are ſeen, but at the things 
which are not ſeen; for the things whicy are ſeen 
are temporal, but the things waich are not ſeen 
are 
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ciple, and power of grace, when what is ſpi- 


{ 46 } 


are eternal *, It is a good ſign of the prin- 


ritual and eternal is preferred to what is tem- 
porary and terreſtrial; and when we account 
an acceſſion in grace and holineſs, more of God's 
image, more of his love happily obtained 
though by the means of the heavieſt preſſure 
and ſharpeſt pains of our bodies. Such was 
the temper of our departed friend! 


IV. May we not learn from the doubts and 
fears with which our worthy brother was per- 
plexed and darkened for a time, that there may 
be the true work of grace on the foul without 
the light and joys of affurance? What bright and 


ſtrong proofs did he give that he was a child of 


'God, a partaker of his Spirit from his earlieſt 
days; and yet with all this evidence to others 
that he was a faint, and an eminent young 


faint, he was in great darkneſs and diſtreſs for 


a time himſelf, and ſeemed even to part with 
the anchor of his hope ? Do not conclude that 
where there is the work of grace, there muſt 
ever be the diſcovery of it to the foul. It is in 
God's light that we fee light. As our good 


friend obſerved, © aflurance is the top of 


faith,” it is the rich bloſſom or the ripe fruit, 
while the root lies as it were under ground, 
and unſeen. Firſt the Spirit of God renews 
and ſanctifies, and then he ſeals and comforts, 


2 Cor. ui. 17, 18, 
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In Ga % after that ye believed ye were ſealed 
with that holy Spirit of promſe *. And the work 
of righteouſneſs ſhall be peace, and the effett of 
righteouſneſs, quietneſs, and aſſurance for ever . 


V. We may obſerve from the peace and 
pleaſures which our deceaſed friend enjoyed in 
the laſt days of his life, that God gave him his 
conſolations when they were moſt needed. 
Affliction comes, pain comes, the heralds of 
death come, death himſelf comes, and now 

| the cloud that once fat like the ſhadow of death 
upon his ſoul is all diſperſed ; he is ſet at li- 
berty, he has a ſong of praiſe put into his 
mouth, even of ſalvation to his God, and he 
rejoices with joy unſpeakable and full of glory. 
The beſt wine is reſerved for the laſt, a wine 
ſo rich and delightful, that it is in kind 
none other than the new wine of the kingdom. 
Let this inſtance encourage us ſtill to wait 
upon God, {till to cleave to him, ſtill to walk 
with him, though he may for a time hide 
himſelf from us. The viſion it for an appointed 
time, but at the end it ſhall ſpeab, and nat he: 
though it tarry, wart for it, becauſe it will ſurely 
come, it will not tarry 4. Though the day may 
have been dim, if not even dark, yet God may 
fulfil his promiſe, and how often has he done 
it to his afflicted people, that at evening time it 
ſhall be ligt? 


* Eph. 1. 13. + Ifa. xxxi:. 18. t Habak. ii. 3. 
I £Zech. xiv. 7. 
VI. We 


„„ 

VI. We may hence be taught that whoni 
the Lord loves he chaſtens. Thus ſcripture 
declares *, and thus the caſe of our pious bro- 
ther evinces. Sharp, very ſharp, long, very 
long were his afflictions. He underwent at 
times the moſt acute and excruciating pains, 
and not only hours and days, but even 
months of languiſhing and ſorrow were ap- 
pointed him, and yet he was without queſtion 
a FJedediab F, one beloved of the Lord, one pe- 
culiarly dear to him. It was no baſe metal; it 
was filver, it was gold that was now in the 
furnace. Do not conclude that you are the 
children of God, the favourites of heaven, be- 
cauſe you are not in affliction and trouble. A 
ſmooth ſerene ſtream may waft you to the gulf 
of hell. And do not infer, becauſe you meet 
with much tribulation, that therefore God has 
no ſpecial love to you, or he would not ſuffer 
you to be thus heavily afflicted. Becauſe he 
loves you he may chaſten you, that his grace and 
his ſtrength may be manifeſted in you. O how 
much better to be pruned with the vine, though 
we bleed with the ſtroke, that we may bear 
much fruit, and that the odours of our graces 
may become the more fragrant and diffuſive, 
than to be left neglected with tbe bramble, that 
is nigh unto curſing, and whoſe end is to be 


"burned z. 


* Heb. xu. 6. + 2 Sam, Xl. 25. t Hab. vi. 8. 
Theſe 


1 
- 


9 
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Theſe are the general remarks that may be 
made as an improvement of the life and death of 
our deceaſed brother. Shall I now derive from 
the Providence ſome inſtructions for Für 
perſons? 

I. Let me addreſs wyteir t to you his dear 
parents“. And conſider, my friends, the 
high 8 conferred upon you in being the 
parents of a ſon ſo exemplary and ornamental 
in our world, ſo comfortable and triumphant in 
death, and now the inheritor of life everlaſting. 


Surely one of the higheſt privileges that God 


can beſtow upon us next to that of our own 


ſalvation, is that of being bleſſed with children 
to glorify God on earth, and to be happy with 
him in heaven. This is your felicity. You 
planted, you watered, and God gave the in- 
creaſe; and now he has commanded the bleſſing, 
even life forevermore. Say not that you had rather 


have gone before your ſon, than to have ſtald 


behind to have wept for him, and followed him. 
The grand eſſential is ſecure, your ſon's ſalva- 
tion; and what is it but a mere circumſtantial, 

whether he or you firſt arrive at the celeſtial 
bleſſedneſs? Vou are ſet free from one ſtrong tie 
to earth, and you have one more argument to 


allure and attach your hearts to heaven. You 


have had a ſon who has taught you to die, 


Mr. Wil, the father, was not able by weakneſs and di ſorder, 
to attend the funeral diſcourſe, but Mrs. Millan, the mother, was 


preſent at the delivery. 
E and 
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and hows you that theres act. that terror in 


death you may have been apt to conceive; or 
that all its darkneſs may be ſcattered by a ray 


from the excellent glory, and that what has 


been the privilege of the ſon, may be the ex- 
perience of the parents. He has by faith 
ſhakeri off the viper, and felt no harm; or ra- 
ther he has put his hand on the hole of the 
aſp, and entered into the baſiliſk's den, and has 
triumphed over them : O death, where is thy 


ſting? O grave, where is thy victory ? Encou- 


rage, comfort yourſelves, this is your God; and 
rely on the ſame ſtrength, and the ſame grace 
to ſupport you by the way, and make you con- 

uerors, yea, and more than conquerors at the 
end. It will be but a little time, and I truſt 
you ſhall meet your dear departed ſon in glory. 
How much greater then your reaſon for joy than 
forrow ? And how much pleaſure ſhould it yield 
you that your dear branch is not loſt, but only 
tranſplanted a little before you from the nurſery 
of the church below, to flouriſh in immortal 
life and glory in the paradiſe of your God above; 
where that which is perfect is come, and that 
which is in part is done away. 

II. Let me ſpeak a few words to you the 
brethren and ſiſters of the deceaſed. And let 
me intreat you by all that is dear and happy to 
you, to follow his ſteps, and particularly ſhow 


your love to him by walking alſo as he walked, 


5 | that 


»- * 


kb sr 

thit you may ere long attain to the ſame heaven, 
which I doubt not has received him; and there 
renew your ſociety and friendſhip with him to 
| inconceivable advantage; never to be divided 
more. Would it not be a thought that would 
cut you with ſevere anguiſh, if you were ſure that 
you ſhould never ſee your brother? But would it 
not fill you with overwhelming amazement 
and terror, if though you were ſure that you 
ſhould ſee your brother again, yet that it would 
be while he was at the right hand of Chriſt at 
the great day, while you were doomed to the 
left; or when he was in Abraham's boſom, and 
you were miſerable in everlaſting butnings ? 
Take then, purſue then, I moſt earneſtly be- 
ſeech you, the ſame path which he trod, the 
way everlaſting, the ſtrait and narrow road 
that leads to life: And O that the life and 
death of the brother, whom I doubt not you 
- moſt tenderly loved; may quicken you in your 
preparation for eternity | Is not this leſſon 
written deep and ſtrong in his aſhes, Be ye alſo 
ready? O that ſince the branch which grew ſo 
near you, one of your number, 1s taken away, 
though only to be inferted into a better foil, 
and to flouriſh in a kinder climate, you may 
live in conſtant expectation of a like removal ! 
And may you, like him, honour your God on 
earth, enjoy his prefence in death, and have 
an abundant entrance into the everlaſting king- 
dom of your Lord and Saviour ! 


E 2 I might 
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I might here particularly addreſs myſelf to 
you the brother, and properly the only brother 
of the deceaſed x. And allow me to ſay to you, 
my dear friend, and brother in the miniſtry of the 
goſpel, ſet out in your maſter's work with double 
vigour and zeal. Let the remembrance of 
your brother, what he was in life, what he was 
in death, what he is now in heaven, an angel 
of light, an inhabitant of the praiſes and glo- 
ries of a bleſſed eternity, incite you, animate 
you to be inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, 
to labour with all your heart and ftrength in 
the ſervice of your Lord, and for the ſalvation 
of ſouls. And may God eminently ſucceed 
your ſacred endeavours, and as he has diſtin- 
guiſhed you in many reſpects with his favour 
already, may he ſtill delight over you to do 
you good; and in the new fituation where his 
providence has placed you , may you ſee the 
pleaſure of the Lord proſpering in your hands, 
and have many ſouls born to God, or trained 
up, and educated for heaven under your miniſtry, 
that ſhall be your joy, and crown of rejoicing 
in the day of the Lord ! 
HI. Let me addreſs myſelf to this church, 
of which our deceaſed friend was for ſeveral 


* The other brothers were brothers by marriage, this only the 
ſon of the ſame parents with the deceaſed. 

+ That of paſtor of the church at the Weigh-Heuſe, Eaſt Cheap, 
Eendon, in the room of the late excellent Dr. Hlliam Langford. 


* | years, 


. 


years, a worthy and honourable member“. And 
let me congratulate you that we have been ſo 
long favoured with ſo eminently a pious perſon 
among us. We have had in him no thorn or 
brier, no broad ſpreading but vain gourd, that 
came up in a night, and periſhed in a night; 
but a plant of renown, a tree of righteouſneſs in 
which God has been glorified. Such perſons, 
ſuch young perſons, how do they adorn the 
church of God while living, and how ſweet 
their remembrance when they are no more 
with us! O for more and more of them, till 
there is not one of our families but has its 
whole number of the riſing generation joined 
to the Lord, and to his church; that ſo 
our houſeholds may be nurſeries for the 
church, and our church a-nurſery for heaven ! 
Farther may it not juſtly afford us a pleaſure, 
that our deceaſed brother, as I am well perſuad- 
ed he did, has offered up ſo many pious pray- 
ers for his miniſter, and the people of his 
charge? The Lord grant they may, deſcend 
upon us in abundant ſhowers of bleſſings, now 
he is gone from us, and has exchanged the 
voice of prayer for the ſongs of everlaſting 
praiſe! Let me add, O that we may be all in- 
ſtructed and quickened by the holy example our 
brother hath ſet us bothlivingand dying! Let us 


He was admitted, together with his ſiſter Mrs. Mary Milian, 
pow Parker, into the church at Haberdaſbers-Hall, Feb. 1, 1765, 
and was above eleven years a member there, 
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go and do likewiſe! Let us in like manner 
ſerve our generation according to the will 
of God! And O that all of us were as con- 
ſcientious, as inward in religion, as deeply 
fanctified, as evangelical, as holy, and heavenly 
as he was, that ſo this church may look forth 
like the morning, fair as the moon, clear as 
the ſun; 'and if -not terrible as an army with 
banners, yet glorious with the beauties of ho- 
lineſs upon it, and a living likeneſs of the true 
| church of God, that, deſcribed under the 
fimilitude of a woman, is ſaid to be clothed with 
the fun, with the moon under her feet, and upon 
her head a crown of twelve ſtars *, having no- 
thing opaque and terrene, but ey” thing 
bright and celeſtial about her. 

IV. Can I reftrain myſelf. on this occafion 
from ſpeaking particularly to young people ? 
And let me beg of you to be followers of our 
dear young friend, as he was a follower of 
Chriſt Jeſus. Do not give your days, the 
days of your childhood and youth to fin and 
Satan, but give them to God. Remember your 
Creator, remember him now, and poſtpone not 
religion, your prime intereſt, to an uncertain 
hereafter. Do not be carried down the ſtream 
of general corruption; if you are, know aſſur- 
edly that you are in that dreadful tide, which 
will empty itſelf into that lake that burns with 
fire and brimſtone. You will one day wiſh, 

55 # Rev. XU. 1. 


perhaps 
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perhaps you have already formed the wiſh, to 
die the death of the righteous.  O then live, 
live betimes the life of the righteous! My,” 
dear children, my dear youth, of whom I 
travail in birth till Chriſt is formed in you, 

fulfil ye my joy. Know the God of your fa- 
thers. Chooſe him for your God. Do not 
paint religion as ſomewhat black and frightful. 
She is an angel of light, and give her but your 
heart and hand, and ſhe will conduct you to 
eternal glory. Here was a young perſon; good 
betimes, he feared God from his childhood 
and youth. You ſee his honourable life. You 
{ce his happy end. O may you have a portion 
of the fame ſpirit popred out upon you, and 
ſeek the Lord while he may be found, and call 
upon him while he is near, for now is the ac- 
cepted time, and now is the day of ſalvation. 
I ſhall now only add, that methinks I would 
not have one perſon this day depart from this 
aſſembly, and cloſe this ſolemn ſacred ſeaſon, 
without being ſomething the better. If zs 
better to go to the houſe of Mourning, than to the 
houſe of feaſting, for this is the end of all men, 
and the living will lay it to heart *. Be ye ſin- 
ners, be ye ſaints, be ye young, be ye old, hear, 
O hear our brother ſpeaking to you from the 
grave, and bidding you not truſt to the reed 
of life, even with all the advantages of youth, 
of temperance, and ſobriety, to ſtrengthen and 


Eccl. vii. 2. 
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ſupport it. He has paid the debt of nature, 
or rather of fin, and how ſoon your turn may 
I am perſuaded, was he 
permitted to ſpeak to you from heaven, that 
he would ſay to you, Be humble, and peni- 
* tent for your fins, as God enabled me to be 
« for mine; intruſt your whole ſalvation to 
« Jeſus Chriſt, as I did; and ſtudy holineſs, 
<« follow holineſs, this is the way, the only 
* way to heaven.“ 

I will cloſe all with a word of conſolation, 
and that ſhall be taken from the divine oracles, 
that I may not leave the cloud of death, that 
now overſhadows us, without that brightneſs 
which the goſpel affords. But I would not 
have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
them-which are afleep, that ye ſorrow not, even 
as others which have no hape; for if we believe 
that Feſus died; and roſe again, even fo them alſo 
which fleep in Feſus will God bring with him *. 
Wherefore comfort one another with theſe words. 


* 1 Thefl. iv. 13, 14,18. 
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Early Remembrance of Gop enforced 
and exemplified. 


ECCLESASTES XII. I. 
TN A I 


© OD thy Creator, who from duſt 
Built thy corporeal frame; 
God thy Creator, from whoſe breath 
Th' immortal ſpirit came; 
2 | 
Him call to mind, admire, adote, 
And ſeek with all thy ſoul, 
And on his boundleſs pow'r and love 
Thine ev'ry int'reſt roll. 


" 3. 

To him ſurrender up thine All 

To do, and bear his will; 
And ev'ry precept he has giv'n 

With all thy might fulfil. 

4. 

Let him be thy ſupreme delight, 

An ocean unconfin'd, 
Unfathom'd, that alone can fill 

The wiſhes of thy mind. 


All this perform i youth's gay bloom, 
While through th' exulting veins, 

The tide of life in all its joy, 
In all its vigour reigns : 


6. Thug 
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6. 


For a long ſtay below; 
Or to th' unbounded bliſs above 
In life's young morning go. 
Such was the ſaint, het lofs we mourn ; 
He in his earlieſt days 
Remember d his Creator, God, 
And ſpoke, and liv'd his praiſe, 


Behold his ſpirit mounts on high, 


And joins the bliſsful choir ; 
Creating pow'r; redeeming grace, 
Th' eternal ſong inſpire, 
No more he wreſtles with his fears, 
No more is rackt with pains ; 


But joy unmeaſurable flows, 


And endleſs pleaſure reigns, 
| 10. 
Then why theſe melancholy thoughts 
That round his aſhes roam? 
Turn your ſad ſighs to heav'nly ſongs, 
And ſhout a pilgrim home. 


THE 


THE | 
ADDRESS. 
AT THE 


INT E R M E N f. 


AN Y and various, ſolemn and ſtriking, 

are thoſe warnings which the eternal 
Sovereign gives us of our approaching end. He 
ſpeaks to us in his word ; he ſpeaks in the 
courſe of his providence ; and his language is, 
BE YE READY.—But, alas, how little are the 
generality of mankind diſpoſed to regard the 
voice of God ! How little concerned to lay up 
treaſure in heaven, to have their hearts detach- 
ed from the world, and to“ be found in Chriſt, 
f without ſpot and blameleſs !” 
At the tomb of a departed friend, various of 
the moſt ſerious and intereſting truths are ſug- 
geſted to our minds. A grave, when beheld 
in the light of Divine Revelation, is big with 
inſtruction. It reads us a lecture in the moſt 
emphatical ſtyle, on ſubjects of the greateſt 
importance. It ſolicits, it demands our at- 
tention to thoſe things which reaſon, which 
conſcience, 
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chnſcience, which God himſelf declares, are 
of the higheſt * moment to all the hu- 
man race. 

When looking i into a grave, we can ſcarcely 
help reflecting on the ſhortneſs of time. Ves, my 
fellow-mortals, in our preſent ſituation, if not 
ſunk into brutal ſtupidity, we can hardly avoid 
adopting the language of Moſes ; “So teach 
us to number our days, that we may apply 
«© our hearts unto wiſdom.” For we cannot 
but ſubſcribe the declarations of that venerable 
ancient, who ſaid; '** Man that is born of a 
% woman, is of few days and full of trouble. 
+ He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut 
« down; he fleeth alſo as a ſhadow, and con- 
«« tinueth not.” So ſhort, ſo uncertain, is life! 

And as our preſent ſituation reminds us of 
the ſhortneſs of time, ſo it loudly proclaims the 
vanity of the world. Here we behold the re- 
mains of an amiable young man, conſigned 
over tothe dreaty manſions of the dead ;—the re- 
mains of one who was ſettled in buſineſs; whoſe 
eircumſtances in the world were eaſy, with a 
fair proſpect of growing reputation and in- 
creaſing ſubſtance. Yet, notwithſtanding all 
theſe promiſing appearances, he is gone. His 
immortal ſpirit has taken her flight into the 
inviſible ſtate; and his body, after a long and 
painful illneſs, is a breathleſs corpſe, is a pri- 
ſoner of the tomb, and food for worms. Nor 


is It a ſingle object of mortality that we here 
behold, 


[ 61 
behold. While in this place of ſculls, where 
death has erected his ſtandard, and where-tro- 
phies of his power abound, multitudes of ſuch 


objects accoſt our eyes. We here live among 


the dead, and we tread on the duſt of thou- 
ſands. What then, —I appeal to the moſt in- 
conſiderate among you, hat is the world 
with all its pleaſures? What is time with all 
its enjoyments? To a creature formed for eter- 
nity, to man that muſt quickly die, they are 
empty as a bubble, and fleeting as a ſhadow; 
in their enjoyment, very unſatisfying; in their 
continuance, abſolutely uncertain.— Be wiſe 
then, ye children of this world! be wiſe, and 
purſue nobler objects] or elſe, omniſcience 
will pronounce you fools; death will beggar 
you for ever; judgment will publiſh your 
ſhame, and ſink you deep in eternal ruin. 

Nor can we attentively view a coffin, a 
corpſe, and a grave, without being ſtruck with 
a ſenſe of the evil, the dreadful evil of fin. 
Whence thoſe infeebling langours and racking 


pains, that afflict the body? How comes it 


that we are all expoſed to the power of waſting 
diſeaſe, and to the ſtroke of relentleſs death ? 
Whence is it that the human frame, which is 
the workmanſhip of God, and one of the faireſt 
parts of the viſible creation, ſhould be liable to 
the foul diſhonour and the abhorred putrefaction 
of a grave? Why is death ſo frequently mak- 
ing depredations among us? And why ſo con- 

ſtantly 
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fantly calling for human carcaſes to mend 
« the ſoil?” In the volume of inſpiration the 
reaſon is obvious: for it is written, ** fin en- 
<< tered into the world, and death by ſin.— 
And whence, but from the ſame dreadfully 
malignant ſource, proceed thoſe painful reflec- 
tions on the paſt, and awful apprehenſions of 
the future, which ate ſo common to men? 
Sin has unhinged the moral frame. Corruption 
and guilt are inter woven with our conſtitution; 
The underſtanding is darkened, and the will 
ſtubborn ; the affections are ſordid, and the 
conſcience defiled. The baneful contagion 
has ſpread itſelf through the whole man. Nor 
does the evil of ſin terminate here. It extends 
to a future ſtate. For, where grace does not 
interpoſe its benign agency, it ſubjects man- 
kind to the curfe of the law, and the wrath of 
God; to the damnation of hell, and the ven- 


geance of eternal fire. Such, ye careleſs. ſin- 


ners, is the nature, and ſuch the demerit of 
your crimes | And give me leave to inform 
you, that death to an unconverted man, is the 
officer of divine juſtice, commiſſioned to arreſt 
and bring him to the bar of judgment; there 
to anſwer for his rebellious conduct againſt 
his Infinite Sovereign. 

Of vrhat unſpeakable importance is it then, 
to be ready for death Ready, as intereſted in 
Jeſus Chriſt; ready, as converted to him; 
ready, as waiting for his coming. Without 

an 
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an intereſt in his atoning blood, all our gũüilt 
muſt lie upon us; which, like a mountain of 
lead, will preſs us down for ever, and render 
our immortal exiſtence worſe than the loſs of 
being. Without his converting grace, we 
have no relith for ſpiritual things, nor any ea- 
pacity for heavenly enjoyments. A dreadful 
fituation this! For any of you to die in it, is 
to loſe your ſouls; is to die eternally. And 
if we wait not for the coming of Chriſt ; if 
we live not in expeQation of leaving the 
world; a ſudden death may ſurpriſe and terrify 
us. It is, therefore, both our duty and hap- 
pineſs to be looking for it; to have our affee- 
tions on things above; and to be ready to de- 
part, at a moment's warning. 

Such are the ſolemn truths which a corpſe 
and a ſepulchre bring to our minds. But 
when we conſider ourſelves as viewing the 
grave of a real Chriſtian; of one who died in 
the faith of Jeſus, and in a lively hope of a2 
bliſsful immortality; we have thoughts of a 
nobler kind, . and of a more engaging nature, 
ſuggeſted to us. In ſuch a caſe, we are led to 
reflect on the great, the aſtoniſhing, the glorious 
alteration which has taken place, in the ſtate 
and circumſtances of the deceaſed. For, what- 
ever pain or diſeaſe, whatever ſufferings or 
forrows, he might feel while in the body, he is 
freed, eternally freed from them all. His im- 


mortal ſpirit having left the earthly tabernacle, 
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is © preſent with the Lord; beholds his glory, 
and is raviſhed with his beauty. And the Re- 
velation of God afſures us, that the time is 
coming, when his body, though ſown in 
t diſhonour ſhall be raiſed in glory; at which 
grand period he ſhall enjoy, in his whole per- 
ſon, conſummate felicity. To him therefore, 
the king of terrors is converted into a meſſen- 
ger of peace: he comes with an angel's face, 
and a deliverer's hand, Well, then, might an 
infallible writer ſay to his Chriſtian friends, 
when ſpeaking in the congratulatory ſtrain, 


%% Death is yours.” 


And ſuch, my 8 I am fully per- 
m is the ſepulchre we now ſurround. 
For it contains the corpſe of one who gave the 


| oſtlatiahetory evidences; that ha was well 


acquainted with the depravity of his nature, 
and the evil of ſin; that he had fled for re- 
fuge to Jeſus Chriſt, and found him all- ſuf- 
ficient. Yes, our deceaſed friend gave abun- 
dant evidence, that he experienced the renew- 
ing energy of the Holy Spirit, and placed his 
confidence in atoning blood; that he ſincerely 
loved his Lord, and longed for a complete 
conformity to him; that he thought no cha- 


racer too low for himſelf, as a periſhing ſin- 


ner; nor any too high for that grace, by which 
he expected falvation.—But I will not enlarge 
on this topic; leſt any of you ſhould think 
that I aim to dignify earth and aſhes; I ſaid, 

| | earth 
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rartb and aſhes: for what elſe are the beſt of 
Chriſtians before the ETERNAL Gop? In his 
preſence, angels are worms. and faints are duſt. 


TI would rather, therefore, direct your attention 


to that $0VEREIGN GRACE Which delights in 


ſaving the wretched, and in exalting the | 
worthleſs—that favour which is better than. 


life; which was, to the deceaſed, a ſolid foun- 
dation of hope, and a ſource of exuberant joy. 
Say, ye that were frequently near his bed; in 
the time of his long, languiſhing, painful ill 
neſs; did not grace appear, did it not ſhine, 
with peculiar luſtre, in the ſupports he received 
and the conſolations he poſſeſſed, from day to 
day? Did he ever give the leaſt intimation 
that his patience and fortitude, his hopes and 
his joys, aroſe from any other quarter? Did 
he not conſider himſelf as the chief of ſinners, 
even when he exulted in expectation of an 
eternal crown? Did it not appear to you that 
God was with him; that he had a large fore- 
taſte of celeſtial bliſs; and that the laſt months 
of his life were by far the happieſt he had ever 


known, notwithſtanding the extremity of his 


pains and his increaſing languors? Ye will not, 
therefore, queſtion the propriety of applying 
to him the following lines: 

His God ſuſtain'd him in his final hour; 

* His final hour brought glory to his God.“ 

But ſhall ye, who beheld his afflictions and 


were witneſſes of his divine ſupports, be ſatiſ- 
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fied with fayinie ; * Thus he was afflicted, and 
* thus he rejoiced— Thus he lived, and thus 
re he died?” Far be it! Providence has placed 
this example of ſuffering patience and trium- 
phant faith before your eyes, to be an addi- 
tional evidence of the reality and boundleſs 
worth of true religion; to be a voucher for 
the honour of ſaving grace, and the infinite 
excellence of wiſdom's ways. Are not you all 
defirous of being happy? Do you not long to 
poſſeſs that peace which the world cannot 
give, and which neither ſickneſs nor pain can 
deſtroy or impair—that divine peace, which 
| riſes into exultation at the approach of death, 
and kindles into tranſport at a grave? Such 
peace there is; ſuch peace Jeſus affords, and 
it has been enjoyed by thouſands; among 
whom the deceafed is to be numbered, And 
be it known to you, if ever you poſſeſs the 
blefling, you muſt receive it as a gift of ſove- 
reign mercy, not as the reward of your own 
merit; you muſt have it in the knowledge of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and through faith in his blood, 
in communion with God, and obedience to his 
commands. Seek for it then; and the Lord 
grant you the ineffable favour | 


As we have ſufficient ground to conclude, 
that our dear departed brother is now at reſt, 
in the boſom of Jeſus ; his ſurviving relatives 
have abundant reaſon to mingle gratitude and 


praiſe to God, with their tender effuſions of 
7 \ ſorrow 
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ſorrow and tears. Ves, my Chriſtian friends, 
you have reaſon to be exceedingly thankful to 
that Almighty Being, who dealt fo graciouſly 
with'the deceaſed; who made his dying-bed the 
ſeat of ſpiritual inſtruction, of heavenly peace, 
and holy triumph. Of this you are not igno- 
rant. Be careful then to improve the ſolemn, I 
may add, the glorious event, to the honour of 
diſtinguiſhing grace and your own ſpiritual ad- 
vantage!—Are any of you ignorant of God and 
in a ſtate of unbelief? May this diſpenſation of 
Providence be the happy mean of enlighten- 
ing your minds, of alarming your conſciences, 
and of exciting you to flee from the wrath to 
come Are you acquainted with God, and 
happy in a ſenſe of his favour ; do you believe 
in Jeſus, and make a profeſſion of his goſpel ? 
May the affecting ſtroke, which you now feel, 
promote in you, genuine humility and conſtant 
watchfulneſs ; a lively faith in our divine Lord, 
and an advancement in real holineſs! And, 
having finiſhed your courſe, may you calmly 
fall aſleep in Jeſus, as this our brother did, 
whoſe departure you now lament! Amen. 
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